City Actions to Tackle Extreme Heat

COMMUNICATION

g °f -;;- f’— ’ & ?i . . | el % 4
“l L‘J‘L\ sy | ' ' 4 % \‘F‘ LT E ' fg“} LT SRR L\ ST RN UAY TR Fonigny
SN, /[N s )\ L WA, 7 AL Y WO AR . o i
' -y bt bt
""'J Rl VW e ' f"/ Vol 3\ z‘;'yky " VYR T i(( U YW/ \\W [ ed A N S W‘”/;/ SEEET (AL
& K : P o i o : : - ' ; ! y ~ ,‘I! ! { '\ :. " . e ) ",
) Pt ) \, A NI \

° :I m) /y. /“ '“

Creating a Heat Safe City

Participate  Melbourne is the City of Heat Stress 1s NOT Limited to Heatwaves

i | \Z,S ~&mmunity engagement and
neighbourhood website. The aim iIs for
citizens to share ideas and experience to
help shape decisions. One of their projects
IS to create a Heat Safe City. In Melbourne
they help communities by providing Cool
Places Maps, a Cool Routes for Cooler
Travel Paths Tool, Urban Forest Planning

to increase shade and reduce heat and
Implementing a Heatwave Response Plan. They promote the development of

Neighbourhood Resilience Assessments and Plans to meet community needs and
priorities .

Effectively communicating to the public that heat stress can
occur even outside of heatwaves Is crucial for enhancing
awareness and promoting safety measures. Heat stress affects
Individuals In various environments . Factors like high humidity,
physical exertion, and inadequate hydration can lead to heat-
related illnesses. Recognizing symptoms early and taking
preventive measures, such as staying cool and hydrated, are
crucial for managing heat stress year-round.

Scaling -Up Early Warning Systems

' According to the IPCC, Heat Action Plans which include
early warning and response systems are effective
. adaptation options for extreme heat. The global scale-up
of Heat-Health -Warning System s for 57 countries alone
has the potential to save 98, 314live per year (WHQO, 2024).
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Naming Heatwaves

Seville became the first city in the world to start naming and classifying heatwaves in July 2022 with
Heatwave Zoe and Heatwave Yago in June 2023. The pilot project was developed by the Adrienne
Arsht-Rockefeller Foundation Resilience Centre in collaboration with the University of Seville and the
City of Seuville. It has three categories and will alert the population up to five days in advance of a heat
event. A key rationale behind proMETEO Sevilla is that it will link weather forecasts to health warnings.
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Appointing a Chief Heat Ofticer Developing Heat Campaigning and Advocacy
The Arsht-Rock Foundation piloted the Communication Guides Sweltering Cities [ ... &\% S 3S 38 ... 8 8134~8.\SI%.. AQ.a5=
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el TN AS ..—. & . <SouthAsie-mEomates the organisation working on extreme heat. They work directly with communities in Sydney

Melbourne (Australia), Miami -Dade County
(Florida, US), Athens (Greece), Freetown
(Sierra Leone), Dhaka (Bangladesh) and
Santiago (Chile). In June 2024,Eleni Myrivili
became the first global CHO through a joint
appointment by UN -Habitat and Arsht - Rock.
It~S...4, ...8+\3S-
have made heat action a priority for their city.
Appointing a CHO helps unify responses on
extreme heat preparedness and recovery
through coordinating dispersed efforts
within and outside city government.

development of a Heat

and Melbourne . Their work is at the intersection of climate justice, inequality and health.
They run campaigns driven by community need and informed by research.

Communication Guide as part of
Heat Action Plans for cities (Sen et
al., 2022). Effective heat
communication involves multiple
stakeholders, including government,

v,...1\ &l...\&& 3 CivH seriety, climate experts,

meteorologists, the private sector,
and the public. Collaboration is
essential to ensure the information is
actionable and reaches all city
iInhabitants, particularly marginalized
and underserved groups exposed to
extreme heat (ADB, 2017).
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